THE   NEW   ABSOLUTISM
of the background of our historic development are struck, even
more thai} by the similarity with the Napoleonic wars and the
struggle over the meaning of the French Revolution and the limits
to be set to it, by the resemblance of the present issues and their
solutions to those of the seventeenth century. There is a similar
struggle to-day over absolutism, a struggle against the last great
autonomous elements, against the indirect powers, against all that
ranks by itself, to that of the age of the Baroque,
It is a struggle marked by unexampled confusion. In the fore-
ground, under all sorts of camouflage and self-deception, the most
bitter contest is proceeding to decide who shall be the holder of
the new sovereign powder, who shall get absolute power in his
hands. There is the struggle over the content of the new abso-
lutism, and over the question whether it shall be the political
elements of Right or Left who shall be the future irremovable
ruling group. Whichever side gains the upper hand, it will make
little difference to the character of the new absolutism, which will
follow its own laws of existence. The rival pretenders to the crown
are in agreement that absolutism is necessary and inevitable.
In the background another struggle is proceeding, for an escape
from both of these alternatives, an escape from the blind alley that
ends in absolutism. It is a struggle against the new absolutism
itself. This struggle is being carried on with inadequate forces and
inadequate comprehension. Reactionary circles confuse their
desire to become themselves the sovereigns in the new absolutism
with the struggle against the new tyranny. Liberal circles, advo-
cates of democratic liberty, justice, and humanity, fail to realize
that in their practical politics they lend support to the tendencies
of a Left-wing absolutism. Socialist circles imagine that their
aspiration for a new and juster social order can only be attained
by means of a system of political and economic planning, which
can only function if it becomes itself the new absolutism. There
are also religious circles who aspire to the recovery of the Christian
theocracy which in its time was salutary and effective, but in
doing so they would similarly be compelled to have recourse to a
mechanism of rule which would be nothing but a new form of
absolutism. There is the bright-coloured palette of the romantics
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